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herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1 .31 3 and MPEP 1 308. 

1. This communication is responsive to Amendment after nonfinal rejection filed 2/27/06 . 

2. ^ The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-6,8-18 and 20 . 

3. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (0. 

a) □ All b)DSome* c) □ None of the: 

1. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 
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International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as 
provided by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST 
be submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone 
interview with Leighton K. Chong, Reg. No. 27,621 on May 23, 2006. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

In the Abstract, line 13: after "computer graphics (CG) rendering" delete ", 
and particularly to the shading task . . . resources waiting for return of data" 
In the Specification: 

page 1, line 12: before "improved parallel processing method" delete 
"am" and insert — an - 

page 8, line 5: after "shader task objects of a Shading" delete "POT" and 
insert -SPOT - 

In the Response to Examiner's request for Correct Listing of Claims filed 
May 19, 2006: 
Claim 1: 

line 6: after "in order to complete processing of 5 delete "the" and insert 

- a — 

line 12: after "object to which the" delete "aforesaid" and insert - 
shading — 

line 13: after "slots of a shading task object are filled by" delete "the" 
line 25: after "the computational step to be performed for" insert - 
shading - 

Claim 8, line 2: before "includes a master shading task" insert - area - 
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Claim 12: 

line 2: before "in parallel on a plurality of processors" delete "tasks" 
line 6: after "in order to complete processing of delete "the" and insert 

- a - 

line 12: after "object to which the" delete "aforesaid" and insert - 
shading - 

line 13: after "slots of a shading task object are filled by" delete "the" 

Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance 

2. Claims 1-6, 8-18 and 20 are allowed. 

3. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
The prior art of record, i.e., U.S. Patent No. 5,257,363 to Shapiro et al. 

("Shapiro") and U.S. Patent No. 5,826,079 to Boland et al. ("Boland") and Hunt, 
taken singly or in combination, fail to teach or suggest a parallel processing method 
and a software programming method, for performing computer graphics shading 
tasks in parallel on a plurality of processors, comprising the steps as recited in 
independent claims 1 and 12. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the Examiner should be directed to Hoang-Vu A. Nguyen-Ba whose telephone 
number is (571) 272-3701. The Examiner can normally be reached on Tuesday - 
Friday from 7:45-18:15. 
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If attempts to reach the Examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
Examiner's Supervisor, Tuan Dam can be reached at (571) 272-3695. 

The fax phone number for the organization where this application or 
proceeding is assigned is (571) 273-8300. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application 
should be directed to the TC 2100 Group receptionist: 571-272-2100. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. 



Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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